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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, CHIEF JUSTICE OF MALAYSIA, 
DATO’ TENGKU MAIMUN BINTI TUAN MAT

THE HONOURABLE, PRESIDENT OF THE DEWAN NEGARA
TAN SRI DATO' SRI SA. VIGNESWARAN

THE HONOURABLE, SPEAKER OF THE DEWAN RAKYAT
DATO' MOHAMAD ARIFF BIN MD YUSOF

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, PRESIDENT OF THE COURT OF APPEAL, 
TAN SRI DATO’ SRI AHMAD BIN HAJI MAAROP

MR ATTORNEY,
TUAN TOMMY THOMAS

THE HONOURABLE, DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT (LAW)
TUAN MOHAMED HANIPA BIN MAIDIN

HONOURABLE JUDGES OF THE FEDERAL COURT, THE COURT OF APPEAL, THE HIGH COURT AND JUDICIAL COMMISIONERS 

MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS COMMISSION


THE CHIEF REGISTRAR OF THE FEDERAL COURT
TUAN AHMAD TERRIRUDIN BIN MOHD SALEH 

THE SECRETARY OF THE JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS COMMISSION
DATO’ INDERA NORIDAH BINTI ABDUL RAHIM

PRESIDENT OF THE SABAH LAW SOCIETY
MR BRENNDON KEITH SOH

PRESIDENT OF THE ADVOCATES' ASSOCIATION OF SARAWAK
MR RANBIR SINGH SANGHA

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

My Lady Chief Justice,

I stand here on behalf of the Malaysian Bar to welcome and congratulate Your Ladyship on Your Ladyship’s appointment as the 16th Chief Justice of the Federal Court of Malaysia. 

Your Ladyship’s appointment marks the dawn of a new era and a remarkable milestone in the history of our beloved nation where a woman has been appointed to occupy the highest judicial office. The appointment of Your Ladyship is a most encouraging step towards increasing the number of women, in positions of leadership based on merit and capability. 

Your Ladyship is well known to be a fair-minded judge with a good judicial temperament and sound knowledge of the law.  The Bar has always enjoyed a good working relationship with Your Ladyship, going back to the time when Your Ladyship was the Chief Registrar of the Federal Court.  We now look forward to continuing and strengthening this relationship  in Your Ladyship’s new role — a relationship based on mutual respect and with due regard to each other’s role as equal partners in the administration of justice in Malaysia.

As Your Ladyship will helm the Judiciary for a good number of years to come, Your Ladyship’s tenure provides a substantial and opportune period of time, to perform the vital work of further reforming the Judiciary in a holistic and comprehensive manner so as to erase any historical blot on the judicial landscape, and in particular, to rebuild and enhance public confidence in the Judiciary.  

The Malaysian Bar is confident that Your Ladyship will rise to the occasion by taking all the necessary steps to uphold and strengthen the independence of the Judiciary, including ensuring that it is impervious to all undue influence.  This enables the Judiciary to dispense and to be seen to dispense justice in a fair and just manner, grounded at all times in the rule of law.  Your Ladyship can count on the Malaysian Bar to lend our fullest support to Your Ladyship in this regard. 

As an equal and committed partner in the administration of justice in the country, the Malaysian Bar has in the past sought, and will continue to seek, the Judiciary’s view on how the Bench and Bar may  work together to ensure the efficient and effective administration of justice, in fulfillment of the roles and responsibilities of each institution.

In this regard, since the appointment of Mr Attorney, Tuan Tommy Thomas, the Malaysian Bar has been enjoying a better and closer relationship with his Chambers in matters of mutual concerns. The Bar is looking forward to enhance the continued good relationship with the Judiciary.

It is in this vein that the Malaysian Bar expresses our desire to be continually engaged and consulted by the Judiciary on any decision it makes or any directives it may issue that will have a direct effect or impact on our Members’ ability to carry out our professional duties as officers of the Court, so as to mitigate and minimize any potential discontent.  
It is also the Malaysian Bar’s hope that if there are any timeline adopted by the Judiciary in disposing of cases, it should be adhered to, in a reasonable manner, and not in a mechanical fashion. An excellent justice system requires a combination of a fair conduct of cases, their speedy disposal, and well-reasoned decisions, so as to ensure that justice is done and seen to be done in all cases. 

In the administration of justice, quality and integrity must always take precedence over quantity. Justice must never be sacrificed for mere speed or expediency or for statistical purposes.   

The Malaysian Bar will do our utmost to protect the interests of our Members and the public at all times in matters related to the administration of justice in fulfilment of our statutory duties. Towards this end, the Malaysian Bar will continue to be a strong advocate for the strengthening of the independence of the Judiciary, and enhancing public confidence in the Judiciary.

The Malaysian Bar looks forward to Your Ladyship’s appointment being the forerunner of many positive developments in the Judiciary and in the administration of justice. It is our hope and prayer that God Almighty will grant to Your Ladyship good health, strength and resolute to make all these possible. The legal profession and the nation places high hopes in your wisdom and abilities, and we wish you, all success.

My Lady Chief Justice, I will conclude my speech with the traditional Pantun:

BULAN RAMADHAN BERBUNYI BEDIL
BUNYINYA NYARING TIDAK TERTANDING
DEMI MENEGAK HUKUM YANG ADIL
HAKIM DAN PEGUAM SALING BERGANDING

REBANA UBI NYARING BERDENDANG
DALAM TEMASYA TERHIBUR BERSAMA
KELUHURAN PERLEMBAGAAN, KEDAULATAN UNDANG-UNDANG 
MARILAH KITA PELIHARA BERSAMA

Thank you. 

Abdul Fareed Bin Abdul Gafoor
President, Malaysian Bar
17th May 2019
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